York and North Yorkshire Voluntary Arts Partnership  Steering Group
Notes from the meeting held at 18 Back Swinegate, York on Monday 13th October July 2008.

1.
Present

Gill Cooper, City of York Council; Vanessa Langford, City of York Council; Gillian Wall, North Yorkshire County Council; Kate Staines, Hambleton District Council; Robin Battersby, Arts in Richmondshire; Gillian Howells, gillian howells creative consultancy; Judith Bromfield, Richmondshire Council for Voluntary Services 
Apologies: Yvette Turnbull, Ryedale District Council
It was noted that Emily Penn (Arts Council England) is leaving her post. 
	Gillian Wall took the role of Acting Chair pending confirmation of the membership and chairmanship of the group by the Partnership Group
1.
Notes from last meeting – matters arising
The potential for Leader funding for the project was flagged up.
The notes were agreed as accurate by those people who were present, with no matters arising that weren’t on the agenda.
2.        Activity Programme and Website Update
Gill H tabled the updated programme schedule

Newsletter

The recently printed first newsletter was passed round (Gill H had brought several boxes for distribution) and was met with approval. Distribution was discussed, with the following  

outlets agreed (in addition to other confirmed outlets):

NYCC libraries 

York Libraries 

District elected members

NYCC elected members

York ENYAN regional conference

PDF of newsletter to be available for websites of county CVS’s

It was agreed to postpone the 2nd newsletter slightly until mid February and to produce a flier to promote the training events (which are already included in the 1st newsletter). The 2nd newsletter can then focus on the Celebrate event.
Training events

Flagged up the need to liaise with Wendy Clews at Create regarding linkages with her programme of funding related training events for festivals & events
The NYFVO consortium have several bids in to the Lottery Basis Bid, one of which is for funding advice within which there could be scope to develop a specialism in arts funding. 

The LIO’s have a network of funding advisers which we could link with – David Munro NYFVO is the contact.
Celebrate Event
Confirmed the event date and venue as 28 March 09, venue: provisionally York CVS Centre  at Priory Street, York.
Details of the content of the planned training and showcase events for the day are not yet confirmed, but the ideas for the overall format were approved. Agreed to ask sector representatives for training needs and ideas, both at the Partnership Group meeting, and through other correspondence and networks. Also agreed to ask them for suggested productions, work for exhibition etc. for consideration for showcasing 
Image Database
The idea to use relevant voluntary arts organisations images to populate the newsletter and website to help create an image database of activity and work has proved slower to progress than is ideal, but will continue to be progressed.  Robin & Gill would still like to use non professional photographers, if practical, to take photographs for event recording purposes. 
Website
The launch of the site is to be delayed until the first week in November – the current holding page on the site is to be amended accordingly.

It was noted the web address indicated in the newsletter should read 

www.celebratenorthyorkshire.com  not .co.uk. RB has arranged for the co.uk address to be acquired as well to enable a link from it through to the new site.

Development Plan
RB to progress, with a draft available for consideration and comments by mid November (ADOs meeting 19 Nov) following which it will be brought to the next Steering Group Meeting on 2 Dec.

General

Gill C has organisational self evaluation information from a previous Music Services initiative available for use within the project and will supply to Gill H.
Robin to meet with all district ADOs – provisional date: immediately prior to the next NYCOG arts groups meeting on 19 November at Rural Arts. Discussed who could be a contact for Selby:  
-  Liz Ryan (involved from Script Yorkshire) is setting up the Creative Selby website

-  Chris Jones programmes the Town Hall

-  Rural Arts work in the district – Margaret Murphy contact

-  GC highlighted that Selby has a new town regeneration group set up which should have

   Culture within it’s remit

-  Library and Selby High School

3.        Terms of Reference
A few amendments proposed, to be fed into the discussion at the Partnership Group meeting following.
4.
A.O.B
None
5.        Date of Next Meeting

2nd  December 2.00pm County Hall, Northallerton meeting room 4
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